The ‘GREEN’ home search

IDX is an environmentally friendly way to search for a new home.

Home buyers and REALTORS® alike can greatly reduce their gas consumption, which is not only
wonderful for our planet butalso-4 A (1 K  {§a@ fRite®- €@dsave them a ton of money.

MLS EARTHview's technology delivers better results in online home searches, which allows
everyone to save energy and reduce their carbon footprint.
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With my family needing a bigger home, the recent Earth Day celebrations, and my awareness of
environmental issues, | O 2 dzf R yt@think &8ut thd "green” benefits of an online home
search. L (nhwt talking about recycling a soda can that can épower a laptopé or the use of
phosphate-free cleanser on my monitors. I'm thinking more about the bigger issues and a new
technology that requires less travel while looking for a home, and even shows you the public

transit options available.

With IDX companies, like MLS EARTHview, integrating the online home search with powerful
mapping tools like Google Eartht which literally makes the map interactivet driving around

looking for homes, and at the neighborhoods, is a thing of the past.
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power for yourself. L 1Qd my best to explain it, but a picture, is indeed, worth a thousand

words.


http://earth.google.com/download-earth.html

Google Earth is a map of the Earth created by the superimposition of images from satellite
imagery, aerial photography, and GIS 3D Globe." It is not a live view. Most images are 2 to 3

years old and all images are at least 6 months to 5 years old.

Google Earth displays satellite images of most regions of Earth. This allows the user to see
cities, streets, buildings, even houses, cars, and sometimes people, from the airt a bird's eye
view, if you will. The quality of the images and the resolution, how well you can see from the
lower views, is mostly based on the points of interests and population of the region. Cities like

Las Vegas have the clearest images and places like Antarctica, no population and minimal points

of interest, have the worst.
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Google Earth has an integrated search tool that allows you to search for cities, zip codes,
specific addresses, and even special points of interest, like the Statue of Liberty. There is also a
Points of Interest panel that allows you to select different layers to be visual on the map, such
as roads, restaurants, schools, churches, grocery stores, banks, ATM, shopping malls, retail

stores, parks, sports venues, golf courses, even congressional districts, and so much more.
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will change your mind. Google is taking map interaction to a whole new level with their & { G NB S (i

View.€ Google Street View provides 360°, panoramic, street-level views and allows users to



view parts of selected cities and their surrounding metropolitan areas at ground level. When
first introduced, less than a year ago, Google Street View was only available for five cities. Now

there are more than 40 U.S. citiggncluding suburbs and sometimes even other nearby cities.

Google Street View has been available in Google maps since May 2007, and was just added to
Google Earth (version 4.3) in April 2008. Google Street View is just like driving there, because
someone already did. It displays photos that were taken by a camera mounted on an
automobile, and you navigate through the photos using mouse clicks. You can view the photos

in different sizes, from any direction, and from a variety of angles.

252 Windsong Echo Dr sddress is approximate
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seems to be gro
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Utilizing the power of these tools in your next home search can do you a world of good,
literally. According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, the United States goes
through nearly 185 million gallons of gasoline every day with the average price per gallon, as of
this article, $3.55.% According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development there
were 526,000 home sales in March 2008.% Now, while the exact fuel consumption per home
buyer is impossible to know, the correlation of the numbers above, while staggering, should be

obvious.

Just think, if the new technology available with the online home search could save each home
buyer 20 gallons of gasolinet just one full tankt (i K | ndt@rdy $75 to the home buyer, but

also nearly 11 million gallons of gasoline saved. How's that for green?


http://maps.google.com/support/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=68384

With companies like MLS EARTHview integrating this new technology into the online home
search, it's easier to stay out of the car for a lot more of the home search process. Now you

don't have to drive aimlessly around neighborhoods looking for the street signs.

Whether you're moving across the country or across town, Google Earth is one of the most
powerful Internet tools available to real estate and the home search. It provides a detailed map
and an interactive look at specific properties, their neighborhoods, and the surrounding
amenities. All from the comfort and convenience of the Internet, which is open 24 hours a day,
7 days a week and, bestof all,itR 2 S & y Q (i a perdyeofigas & Fetlizhere.
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powerful results with their Google Earth integration. If you're a REALTOR and interested in
learning how you can offerthea [ { 9 ! w ¢hbni# e&ah to your clients via your website,

while helping reduce gas consumption, please visit: www.mlsearthview.com
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Thank you for searching

1- Taken from Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.o rg/wiki/Google_Earth

2 ¢ Determined by information available from the United States Energy Information Association
and statistics from this website: http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/usa.html

3¢ Taken from the April 24, 2008, U.S. Census Bureau and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development Joint release : http://www.census.gov/const/newressales.pdf
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